atonement

How to use this guide.
This study guide is intended to assist you in engaging with God’s Word and connecting the weekly sermon with
your everyday life. We believe that discipleship happens in many ways throughout out life and this guide is
designed to assist you in connecting with others around God’s Word in each of those ways. Of course, you may
feel free to use as much or as little as you like of this guide. Our intention was to include as much as possible to
help connect with the discipling environments that we experience throughout our week. You may want to print
this guide and punch holes to put it in a binder or use a journal alongside of it.

The Big Picture
This section is a snapshot of the passage in a few sentences. It is intended to give you a quick overview to get
you mind set on what you are about to read.

Theology Matters
This section is intended to consider our present circumstances and think about what challenges we face today.
We live in a culture that not only ignores the Word of God but is increasingly aggressive toward those that hold
onto to the truths contained within it.

Guided by the Gospel
This section helps us see how the passage connects us to the Gospel. It is a brief statement to give us a point in
the Gospel Story to connect to.

Sermon Thoughts
The section for sermon thoughts is provided so that you can record your notes from the sermon or write down
your thoughts and questions about what you heard.

Read and Reflect
The read and reflect section is where we begin to study the Bible for ourselves. It is intended to guide you
through observations about the text and an interpretation of its meaning.

Apply to Your Life
This section is intended to guide us in allying the meaning of the passage in our everyday lives. It is a time to
think about how the Bible goes with us to work, home or school.

Unplugged Quiet Time
The quiet time section is a time of prayer and conversation with God around what the passage is saying to us in
our lives. This is a time to unplug and have some quiet reflection. Use the Growth Journal creation guide in the
back to make a prayer and spiritual growth journal and use it alongside this study guide. Use the Prayer Journal
to support your quiet time with God.

Reading Plan
This section gives a weekly reading plan that includes our current passage and other passages to follow up on
to assist us in getting more out of our study. Use the Discipleship Pathway tool to plan your reading.

Gather and Discuss
The gather and discuss section is intended to guide Life Groups through a discussion of the passage. This is
intended to bring together around 10-12 other people in considering the implications of the passage.

Before You Begin
What you will need…
1) A Bible: This guide uses the ESV as its source Bible. The words that we point out will all be
focused on the ESV version. You can use another version of the Bible but you may need
to reference an ESV to see what words we are pointing to. You can get an ESV app for free
or go to www.esv.org. A study Bible like the ESV Study Bible can be a big help.
2) A notebook/binder: This study is designed and formatted to be printed. However, you can
easily keep this guide in its electronic form and use a notebook to record your thoughts
and answer questions.
3) A concordance: Many Bibles have a concordance in the back. This study will ask you to
make use of this resource many times. A concordance is a reference tool that shows the
other places in the Bible that the particular word is mentioned. It is very helpful for getting
insight into meaning. www.blueletterbible.org is a great resource for this.
4) A dictionary: Some words used in the Bible we may not use every day. It is always a good
idea to check the meaning of any word that we do not know. In this study we will ask you
to look up a word to check its meaning. Most of us have access to dictionaries online.
5) A growth journal: This is optional but we feel that having a journal to write down the ways
that God is speaking to you and guiding you is helpful. This prayer journal can span many
studies and give you a great chance to look back and see how God is moving in your life.

How to study the Bible…
This study guide is built to introduce and encourage inductive Bible study. We want you
to gain some skills that will help you in doing inductive Bible study on your own. Inductive
Bible study is different from other ways of studying the Bible in a few ways.
1) Ask questions: Inductive Bible study asks the questions, who, what, when, where, why,
and how? Digging into the Bible by asking these questions will help you see the purpose
and meaning of the passage. We encourage you to ask your own questions of the text.
2) Observe/Interpret/Apply: Inductive Bible study has 3 steps. First, we observe the passage
as we ask questions. Second, we think about and search for the meaning of the passage.
Third, we apply the meaning of the passage to our lives.
3) Develop a background and outline: From these insights that we have gained we can build
an outline and describe the background of the passage. Who wrote it? Where was it
written? When was it written? Who was it written to? What was its purpose?
4) Cross References: This journey will open up other passages where the Bible speaks to the
same issues. Inductive Bible study takes these other places of scripture into account as
we understand the meaning. We want to first understand what this means in the passage
that we are presently studying and then what the rest of the Bible might say.

Introduction to Atonement

Our journey toward understanding and embracing atonement will take us through the book of
Leviticus and into the fulfillment of all of the commands of God in Jesus Christ. We will journey into
many books of the New Testament, including Hebrews and Romans. We will discover the purpose
of sacrifices and the space of the tabernacle in making relationship with God possible and how they
ultimately point to the redemptive ministry Jesus Christ.

The purpose of our study of atonement is to understand and embrace the sacrifice that Jesus Christ
has made on the cross in order to pay the penalty of our sin and make peace between us and God.
To understand this being accomplished by Jesus, we will begin in the book of Leviticus and the laws
expressed there to establish sacrifice and ritual of worship in the tabernacle, primarily as we read
and reflect in the study guide. We will then explore the places in the New Testament that display
how Jesus has fulfilled the rituals and sacrifices instructed in the Law, primarily as we preach through
the passages on Sunday morning.

The Israelites were rescued from slavery in Egypt after 400 years. When they met God in the
wilderness, he instructed them to create a tabernacle. This was to be a space where he can meet
with his people and, by meeting with their God, the people can reflect his character to the world.
The construction of the tabernacle is instructed and described in the book of Exodus and the
instructions on the use of the tabernacle come in Leviticus. The purpose of the sacrifices and rituals
are to atone for the sin of the people so that they can meet with God. These reach their pinnacle in
Leviticus with the Day of Atonement, a day of celebration each year where the sin of all of the people
is forgiven and the purity of the tabernacle restored. The ultimate fulfillment of atonement, however,
comes in the death of Christ on the cross.

There is a divide between God and man because of sin. This divide is an ever-widening chasm that
cannot be remedied by man alone. This sin that all mankind shares is present in the inescapable
reality of iniquity and impurity. So, God provides what mankind could not, a way to span the chasm
through the shed blood of a sacrifice to pay the penalty of iniquity and cover the separating effects
of impurity.
This provision of God does not end at the sacrifices of the tabernacle and later temple. God’s plan
is at work as he prepares a people to receive the provision of a perfect sacrifice that will finally set
mankind free from sin and restore the relationship lost at the fall of Adam. God himself, in Jesus
Christ, will act as high priest and sacrifice when he bears the burden of the iniquity and impurity of
humanity in the cruel curse of the cross. Here, the Father will lay his wrath for sin on his Son in order
to redeem and restore his own people.

Themes:

Holiness – A holy God is present in the midst of an unholy people marked by iniquity and impurity.
In order for the people to remain in the presence of the LORD they must, therefore, address their
sin and pursue a life of holiness. Throughout Leviticus is the call to “be holy like I am holy.”
Purity – Sin impacts the world that we live in. Everything is touched by sin in some way. As humans
come into contact with sin (either iniquity or impurity) they are unable to be in the presence of God.
The Bible is about restoring this relationship by restoring humankind to purity.
Sacred Space – Space is important in the book of Leviticus and throughout the Bible. In fact, the
tabernacle and later temple are all about space that is sacred. In these places, God has set aside
space where he can meet with sinful man. This space is a reflection of the original creation and reflect
a desire to make a place that is on earth as it is in heaven.
Blood – In short, sin demands blood. That really means that sin demands death. When Adam and
Eve fell into sin, they would now taste death. Romans 3:23 says that the wages of sin is death. Blood
also represents life. When blood is spilled then life has been taken. So, in the tabernacle, when death
occurs, payment for sin has transpired. But also, blood is cleansing because it is representative of
life. The covering of something with blood is washing away death with life.
Sin – This is a major theme of Leviticus. This is a major theme of the Bible. Mankind has a problem, a
sin problem. The problem of sin affects what we do and it is why we do the things we do. The
problem of sin separates God from his beloved creation. Sin cannot be solved by mankind because
man has a sin problem. Leviticus explores how God can dwell with sinful man and the final answer
to sin that is foreshadowed in Leviticus comes to fruition in Jesus Christ.
Cleansing – Throughout Leviticus we are told that certain things are clean and certain things are
unclean. Because Leviticus deals with holiness, the rituals and sacrifices guide God’s people on
what is clean or how to make it clean if it becomes unclean. This cleansing has to happen to space,
people and the furniture of the tabernacle.
Sanctity – The purpose of the people of God is to sanctify creation, to make it more like God
intended. The tabernacle was a picture of this tangible sanctification of the earth. Within the people
of God the priests are also sanctified in service to God. The call to be like the LORD is held out in
front of God’s people as God sanctifies them to be a holy nation. In the New Testament, Jesus Christ
sends the Holy Spirit to indwell his people to make them into his own image through sanctification.
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Atonement: Week 1
Accepted by God
Leviticus 1:1-17

The Big Picture
This first chapter in Leviticus introduces us immediately to the nature of the book. This book of the Bible is about
sacrifice and the way that this sacrifice impacts the worship of God’s people. We are told that Moses is meeting
with God in a tent of meeting and this is where the instruction for the worship laws come from. We also see
that these practices come directly from God to Moses. This is a detailed description of the way that God desires
for worship to be done. This first chapter also introduces us to the first sacrifice, the burnt offering. The burnt
offering was made to provide the worshiper with a way to experience the acceptance of God.

Theology Matters
Worship is at the center of the Biblical Story. Sacrifice is at the center of worship. Because sin has separated
man from God, there is a need for atonement of that sin. God provides the means for atonement through the
blood of an animal that will die on behalf of the sinner. The result is access to a Holy God for the worshipper.
Blood is a graphic way for God to display the seriousness of sin. Through God’s provision of a sacrifice, anyone
that would come to him can know his as Savior, Father and LORD.

Guided by the Gospel
The point of all of the sacrifices come to fulfillment in Jesus Christ. Just as the animals gave their lives to provide
access of the worshiper to a just and Holy God, so the sacrifice of Jesus Christ makes a way for us to come into
the presence of God. These animal sacrifices were performed constantly and consistently because mankind is
constantly and consistently sinning. But God gave a better sacrifice when he gave his Son, Jesus Christ, as a
substitution for us on the cross. This sacrifice is a final sacrifice that ends in victory over death and sin.

Sermon Thoughts
Write down some of your thoughts about this week’s sermon. What stood out to you? What questions
do you have? How is God calling you to respond?

Read and Reflect
Take some time this week to read over this passage. Use these questions and the space below to write
down your observations.
Read Leviticus 1:1-2
These first two verses give some context to the book of Leviticus. It lets us know that the time
of the writing was in the wilderness wandering of the Israelites. It lets us know that Moses was
central to the writing because he was the one being given instruction from God. It also lets us
know the purpose of the writing is to instruct on the offerings being brought to God.
The “tent of meeting” is the Tabernacle that has been constructed for worship. Why is it
significant that Moses is meeting with God in this tent?
God then instructs Moses to speak to the people about what offerings to bring and how to
bring them. What does this tell us about the role and relationship of Moses with God and his
people?

Read Leviticus 1:3-17
The rest of this chapter instructs the worshipers on how to approach God in the “tent of
meeting” by bringing animal sacrifices. There are three options for the sacrifice of the burnt
offering: from the herd, from the flock, or a bird. The different sacrifices display the financial
position of the worshiper. A wealthier worshiper would bring a bull, while a poor worshiper
may find a turtledove or pigeon in the wild. The purpose of the burnt offering was to make a
way to be accepted as a sinner by a Holy and just God.
The animal sacrifices that will be accepted are described in these verses. What characteristics of
these animals for sacrifice stand out? Why are these characteristics important?
The instructions for sacrifice also include instructions to the priests. What is the worshiper
supposed to do with the animal and what is the priest supposed to do? What does the
involvement of the worshiper in these sacrifices tell us about worship? What does the activity
of the priest tell us about the relationship between blood and sin (Hebrews 9:22)?
The burnt offering is intended to make an aroma from the altar that will “please the LORD.”
This is another way of saying that God accepts the offering and by the exchange, accepts the
worshiper. What does worship in this way say to us about the seriousness of sin? What does
instruction on the seriousness of sin say about the people of God and our relationship with
him?
The burnt offering is costly because the entire offering is burned up on the altar. What does this
tell us about the costliness of sin?

Observations, Answers and Thoughts:

See also pages 217-218 of the ESV Study Bible, also available online at esv.org

Apply to Your Life
Take some time this week to apply this passage to your life by answering these questions. What have you
discovered or observed about God and what is he saying to you? How does God want you to respond?
Use the space below or a journal to write your answers.
We no longer need a tent of meeting; we can meet with God at any time and in any place. Where do
you prefer to meet with God and spend time with him?
We no longer need a mediator between God and man because Jesus is our constant intercessor
(Hebrews 10:19-22). What does the opportunity to enter straight into the presence of God through the
sacrifice of Christ change about your prayers or the way you worship?
The description of the value of the animal for sacrifice and the nature of the offering being burnt
completely on the altar displays the seriousness of sin and costliness of atonement. What are your
thoughts on the costliness of the sacrifice made for you by Jesus Christ on the cross?
Is there anything in your life that may be preventing you from approaching him and trusting him as
your only true connection to the acceptance of God? Have you been forgiven by God through the
shedding of blood by Jesus Christ on your behalf? What is preventing you from trusting him?

What is God saying to you right now?

What are you going to do about it?

Unplugged Quiet Time
Take some time this week to unplug from distractions and listen to God’s voice in his Word. Read over
this week’s passage listening for God to speak to your heart. Pray through the passage using the prayer
guide in the back of this guide or on your own. Use the space below or a journal to write your thoughts
or prayers.

Prayers and Answers to Prayer:

Reading Plan
Set aside some time this week to read and reflect on these passages of Scripture. Write your thoughts in
your journal or in the space below.
Day 1: Leviticus 1
Day 2: Exodus 19
Day 3: Exodus 40
Day 4: Exodus 12:1-13
Day 5: Romans 12:1; Hebrews 10:1-10; Hebrews 13:7-16

Thoughts on your reading:

Gather and Discuss
This week gather together in Life Group to discuss with one another the things that you have discovered,
the questions that you have or the ways that God is calling you to apply his Word to your life. Use the
following questions to guide your conversation.
Read The Big Picture
How do we fail to fully appreciate the sacrifice God made to have a relationship with us? How do we fail to
fully understand the depth of that sacrifice? How can you improve in this appreciation and understanding?

Read Theology Matters
We don’t offer animal sacrifices anymore because of the cross, because of the ultimate sacrifice of Jesus
Christ. But what if the cross never happened? What could you offer to God as a sacrifice today? Is there
anything you have that could satisfy a holy God? Why or why not?

Define worship. What is more significant, the gathering we have on Sunday mornings, sacrifices given to God,
or is it singing and prayer in your car when no one is listening?

What is the difference between corporate worship together and individual worship privately? Is one more
important than the other? Can you have one and not have the other?

Read Guided by the Gospel
If the cross never happened, what would your relationship to God look like? How could we get access to the
Father?

What impact does the cross have on our relationships with other Christians and non-Christians?

How is sacrifice still reflected in God’s desire for the Christian’s life? How does the New Testament call us to
sacrifice?

Atonement: Week 2
Dedicated to God
Leviticus 2:1-16

The Big Picture
The second chapter of Leviticus introduces us to different type of offering; the grain offering. The grain offering
could be cooked or uncooked and included four parts: flour, oil, frankincense and salt. This offering was given
by the worshiper as a recognition of the provision that God has made for them. Like the burnt offering, the grain
offering was placed on the altar to burn and produce an aroma. However, with the grain offering only a portion
was placed on the altar and the rest provided for the priests serving in the tent of meeting. The grain offering
was to be free from yeast or fermentation and was to include salt as a recognition that this is taking place as a
means of keeping faithfulness to the covenant made between God and his people (Numbers 18:19).

Theology Matters
Worship is about recognition of God as God. The dedication offering makes clear emphasis of this as the
firstfruits of the provision from God is given as a recognition of God as provider. This returning the first part of
whatever God has provided will become a theme throughout the story of Israel. It is also significant that the
sacrifice of atonement comes before the offering of dedication. Those that have been granted access to a just
and holy God will return gratitude and recognition through dedication. This practice is at the center of Christian
worship: giving is an expression of gratitude.

Guided by the Gospel
There is no greater example of dedication to the will of the Father more than Jesus Christ. In his taking on the
cross, Jesus displays dedication that is absolute (Philippians 2:8). Jesus is therefore the fulfillment of the grain
offering as he is the firstfruits (1 Corinthians 15:20). Our acts of dedication are a recognition that we stand
before God through the atonement of Christ and a result of his dedication (Romans 8:29; James 1:18).

Sermon Thoughts
Write down some of your thoughts about this week’s sermon. What stood out to you? What questions
do you have? How is God calling you to respond?

Read and Reflect
Take some time this week to read over this passage. Use these questions and the space below to write
down your observations.
Read Leviticus 2:1-3
The grain offering is described in these first three verses. The offering is flour with oil and
frankincense added for aroma. A portion of the flour with the oil and frankincense is burned on
the altar and the rest is given to the priests for their food. This offering is in recognition of the
provision of God. How is God’s provision displayed in the elements of this offering?
How does provision for the priests as a part of worship display God’s concern for his people?
Read Leviticus 2:4-10
These verses describe the cooked or baked offering of grain. It describes the way to present
these cooked portions as a recognition of God’s provision and walks through the requirements
just like the previous section.

The bread that is offered in worship is to be without yeast (leaven). Look up “leaven” in a
concordance (or back of your Bible), what do you discover?
Read Leviticus 2:11-16
These verses describe the limits that God is placing on the grain offering. These limits are that
there is to be no leaven or honey (these can be brought but not put on the altar), and there is
to be salt added to the flour as a symbol of faithfulness to the covenant.
This offering is described as an offering of firstfruits. How does giving back to God a portion of
what is provided by him display dedication and faithfulness?
This offering is called a memorial a few times in this chapter (verses 2, 9, 16). This word
“memorial” refers to remembering. How is remembering a key part of worship for God’s
people?
The portion that is kept for the priests is called “most holy” (verses 3, 10) or an “offering to the
LORD” (verse 16). Some of the grain offering was burned on the altar and some was given to
the priests, but all of the offering was given to God. This offering is to be a reflection of the
hearts of God’s people. What are God’s people separated from and what are they separated
for?

Observations, Answers and Thoughts:

See also pages 218-219 of the ESV Study Bible, also available online at esv.org

Apply to Your Life
Take some time this week to apply this passage to your life by answering these questions. What have you
discovered or observed about God and what is he saying to you? How does God want you to respond?
Use the space below or a journal to write your answers.
The offering of a grain was an expression of gratitude. How do you express gratitude as a form of
worship?
The offering of grain was an act of displaying dedication to God. How do you express being “set apart”
for God?
Jesus comes because the law was itself unable to save us. We cannot express right dedication to God in
our own power. How do we depend on Jesus Christ as a way of making our dedication to God possible?
Jesus Christ is the fulfillment of firstfruits. How does Jesus’ resurrection make concrete this fulfillment
of the firstfruits? (see 1 Corinthians 15:20)

What is God saying to you right now?

What are you going to do about it?

Unplugged Quiet Time
Take some time this week to unplug from distractions and listen to God’s voice in his Word. Read over
this week’s passage listening for God to speak to your heart. Pray through the passage using the prayer
guide in the back of this guide or on your own. Use the space below or a journal to write your thoughts
or prayers.

Prayers and Answers to Prayer:

Reading Plan
Set aside some time this week to read and reflect on these passages of Scripture. Write your thoughts in
your journal or in the space below.
Day 1: Leviticus 2
Day 2: Numbers 15:1-21
Day 3: Acts 10:1-8
Day 4: Exodus 29:1-9
Day 5: Romans 6:12-14; 1 Corinthians 15:12-28; James 1:16-18

Thoughts on your reading:

Gather and Discuss
This week gather together in Life Group to discuss with one another the things that you have discovered,
the questions that you have or the ways that God is calling you to apply his Word to your life. Use the
following questions to guide your conversation.
Read The Big Picture
The offering was in recognition of what God has provided for us. So what provisions has God made for us
today? Are the provisions the same as before or have they changed any with time?

How do we see God caring for his people today? What can we do to honor that provision and show
appreciation for God’s provision?

Read Theology Matters
How do we show faithfulness to the covenant we have with God today? What are our first fruits today? How
do we give first fruits of our time, money, or talents?

Do we give our first fruits willingly? Do we give our best or just enough to check it off the Christian checklist?

Read Guided by the Gospel
How do we show God gratitude for the cross, for the ultimate sacrifice? How do we show remembrance for
the cross in our daily lives?

Jesus’ dedication is absolute, but sometimes, our dedication wavers. How can we get back on track when we
get distracted?

When we get distracted or discouraged, we can miss opportunities for service, giving, etc. Is there a way to
make-up a missed opportunity for giving or sacrifice? Is it important to make-up for that missed opportunity?
Why or why not?

Atonement: Week 3
At Peace with God
Leviticus 3:1-17

The Big Picture
The third chapter of Leviticus describes and instructs on the peace offering. The peace offering was a joyous
time that was shared communally as worshipers gathered and shared in the meal provided by the sacrifice. The
celebration of the people was in response to the peaceful relationship with God. The shared meal surrounding
this sacrifice made it unique among the other sacrifices. There were several occasions that a worshiper may
offer a peace offering (Leviticus 7), a thank offering that displayed gratitude for God’s provision, in payment of
a vow, or as a freewill offering as a reflection of general thanks and love for God.

Theology Matters
We can worship God because we are at peace with God. Recognizing that the worshiper and God are at peace
with one another is an important part of Christian worship. We recognize often in our worship that we are
thankful for God’s provision, presence and love. These are only possible through the peace that we have with
God. This moment was marked by the surrender of the best portion to God and celebrating this peace with God
through Christ together, as the rest is shared as a meal with others with glad and thankful hearts. The communal
meal as means of worship is deeply ingrained in our practice of faith and is expressed in many ways.

Guided by the Gospel
The reality that sinful man can have peace with a holy God is the essence of the gospel. Jesus Christ died on the
cross as a sacrifice to make this relationship a reality. All of Christian worship is a recognition and response to
the reality of the gospel is our lives. The center of this celebration is a meal that expresses thanks (eucharist) for
what Christ did on the cross as a substitution for sinful man. We call this meal “communion,” the “Lord’s
Supper,” or the “Eucharist Meal.”

Sermon Thoughts
Write down some of your thoughts about this week’s sermon. What stood out to you? What questions
do you have? How is God calling you to respond?

Read and Reflect
Take some time this week to read over this passage. Use these questions and the space below to write
down your observations.
Read Leviticus 3:1-2 (also see 6-8, 12-13)
Chapter 3 of Leviticus has three sections that all address the proper sacrifice of the peace
offering, depending on its kind: from the herd, from the flock or a goat. Regardless of the kind
of sacrifice, these first verses of each section address the need for blood to be shed in order for
peace to be acquired. Each of these sections talk of the worshiper laying his hand of the head of
the animal while it is killed. Why would a practice like this be impactful for the worshiper?
The blood is thrown by the priest on the sides of the altar after the animal is killed. Why would
such a graphic ceremony take place in this ornate place of worship?
Read Leviticus 3:3-4 (also see 9-10, 14-15)
These sections also each address the necessity for surrender in the worship of God. The fat
portions are considered the best parts of the animal. To give the best part of the sacrifice to be
burned completely on the altar is a surrender of the best portion of the animal to God as a
display of faith. How does a sacrifice made in this manner confront our temptations?

The kidneys, liver and other internal organs represented the emotions of the worshiper. So, just
as the worshiper is engaging in surrender by sacrificing the symbolical best portion of the
animal, so too, are they surrendering their emotions in the other parts. Why is emotional and
physical surrender a key part of worship?
Read Leviticus 3:5 (also see 11, 16)
The final distinction addressed in the peace offering is the way that this celebration of peace
pleased God. This celebration of peace is firstly a celebration. This means that other worshipers
gathered to share in a meal from the animal being sacrificed on the altar. Why is the inclusion
of others in the worship of God significant?
Secondly, this celebration of peace with God is pleasing to God. In all of these sacrifice
distinctives we can overlook that the aroma from this worship is pleasing to God. But this is
possibly the most compelling description. That God would be pleased with worship is the most
important purpose of worship. Why is it significant that God is describing the instructions for a
worship that is pleasing to him?
Read Leviticus 3:17
This last verse prohibits the Israelites from eating either the fat or the blood because, one, the
fat was for the LORD and, two, the blood was set apart as atoning for the sins of the people.
How do these prohibitions make the worship practices more set apart or special?

Observations, Answers and Thoughts:

See also pages 219-220 of the ESV Study Bible, also available online at esv.org

Apply to Your Life
Take some time this week to apply this passage to your life by answering these questions. What have you
discovered or observed about God and what is he saying to you? How does God want you to respond?
Use the space below or a journal to write your answers.
The celebration of peace with God was based on the shed blood of the sacrifice. How is this reflected
in your own worship? How do you recognize this reality on a daily basis?
The celebration of peace with God is characterized by surrender to God. How does your worship
demand your surrender?
The celebration of peace pleases God. How do you practice worship with others? Why is worship that
includes others important to you?
Peace with God is made possible by the commands of God. What are things in your life that you have
set aside as prohibited due to your devotion to God?

What is God saying to you right now?

What are you going to do about it?

Unplugged Quiet Time
Take some time this week to unplug from distractions and listen to God’s voice in his Word. Read over
this week’s passage listening for God to speak to your heart. Pray through the passage using the prayer
guide in the back of this guide or on your own. Use the space below or a journal to write your thoughts
or prayers.

Prayers and Answers to Prayer:

Reading Plan
Set aside some time this week to read and reflect on these passages of Scripture. Write your thoughts in
your journal or in the space below.
Day 1: Leviticus 3
Day 2: Amos 5:18-27
Day 3: 1 Samuel 2:12-17
Day 4: Deuteronomy 12
Day 5: Romans 5:1-11; Colossians 1:15-23; Ephesians 2:14-22; Hebrews 9:11-28

Thoughts on your reading:

Gather and Discuss
This week gather together in Life Group to discuss with one another the things that you have discovered,
the questions that you have or the ways that God is calling you to apply his Word to your life. Use the
following questions to guide your conversation.
Read The Big Picture
What are the similarities or differences between the peace offering celebration meal and a fellowship meal
after a worship service on Sunday? What about a shared meal with our Life Groups? Is one more meaningful
or important than the other? Why or why not?

Why is it important to share meals with fellow followers of Jesus? What makes it an act of worship?

If it can be an act of worship to share meals with fellow Christians, what does it mean when we share meals
with non-Christians?

What are some real boundaries we draw to protect ourselves and loved ones while still loving the nonChristians?

Read Theology Matters
How can we live at peace with God? How does our peace with God effect our peace with other Christians?
What about with non-Christians?

Read Guided by the Gospel
What does a communion meal mean to us today? What are similarities and differences between the Lord’s
Supper and the peace meal celebration?

How do we celebrate when we sacrifice our best portions? How do we celebrate when we surrender nontangible things too from our lives to God like guilt, greed, pride, shame, trauma, etc.?

Atonement: Week 4
Purified by Blood
Leviticus 4:1-35

The Big Picture
The fourth chapter of Leviticus explains the ritual for the purification offering. This offering became necessary
whenever the worshiper had committed sin unintentionally or had become inadvertently unclean. The
worshiper can be brought back into right relationship with God and the space where worship occurs can be
made holy once more through the purification sacrifice. The blood from the sacrifice is placed on the altar to
maintain the sanctity of the tent of meeting for meeting God. This sacrifice displays the seriousness of sin and
the impact of even unintentional sin on the relationship that we have with God.

Theology Matters
Sin of any kind angers a holy and just God. As people, living in this world full of sin, the contamination from
contact with such sin and defilement must be dealt with. This sacrifice displays the seriousness of such sin and
the grace from a holy God that desires to remain in relationship with an unholy people. In this sacrifice we see
that sin can be forgiven. We also see that sin is not all equal, although it all angers God. The sin of a leader and
a common man is handled differently and comes at a higher cost. Seeing the cost of sin expands our
understanding of the forgiveness that comes from the shed blood of Jesus Christ and the place that he prepares
for us to dwell in the midst of a holy God.

Guided by the Gospel
The core of the gospel is the shedding of blood by Jesus Christ to make a way for anyone that trusts in him to
dwell with God for eternity. Jesus not only cleanses from sin but he cleanses from sin for eternity. There is no
need for perpetual and persistent purification in order to remain in relationship with him. His sacrifice is a
greater sacrifice with power to save all mankind. The gospel takes forgiveness and relationship with God
seriously because the gospel takes sin, and its separating effects, seriously.

Sermon Thoughts
Write down some of your thoughts about this week’s sermon. What stood out to you? What questions
do you have? How is God calling you to respond?

Read and Reflect
Take some time this week to read over this passage. Use these questions and the space below to write
down your observations.
Read Leviticus 4:1-12
Chapter 4 describes the procedure for sacrifice for the unintentional sin or serious defilement
of a priest, the congregation, a leader or the common people. Each has its own details and
different responses and appropriate sacrifices. A cursory glance at just the length of each of
these sections will display the sin of the priest being more involved. Why would the sin or
defilement of a priest be greater concern to God?
The blood is applied to the altar, the horns of the altar of incense and the base of the altar of
sacrifice, as well as sprinkled seven times before the entrance to the holy of holies. Why is the
priest applying blood throughout the tent of meeting? Why these particular parts of the
tabernacle?
Read Leviticus 4:13-21
The next section explains the procedure for the sin and defilement of the congregation. The
process is much the same as the purification for the priest. The main difference is the elders

taking part in the ritual on behalf of the people. What does the elders acting on behalf of the
people to slaughter the animal communicate to the congregation?
In verse 20, we are introduced to two terms, atonement and forgiveness. Look these words up
in a concordance and in a Bible dictionary. What do you notice?
Read Leviticus 4:22-26
The third section of this chapter discusses the process of sacrifice if a leader unintentionally sins
or is inadvertently defiled. The cost of the sin of one of the leaders is considerably less than that
of a priest or of the entire community. Does the descending cost of the sacrifice make the sin
less significant? Why or why not?
Read Leviticus 4:27-35
The final section gives the process that the common people must go through if they sin or
become defiled unintentionally. The cost is less than that of any other category, only costing a
female goat or lamb. But like the sin of the leader, the blood is restricted to the outer court and
not needed to cleanse inside the tent of meeting. Why would there be no need to place blood
on the altar of incense or the veil?
What does a sacrifice for even the unintentional sins say about the seriousness of sin?
What does the application of blood say about the effect of sin on the relationship between God
and his people?

Observations, Answers and Thoughts:

See also pages 220-221 of the ESV Study Bible, also available online at esv.org

Apply to Your Life
Take some time this week to apply this passage to your life by answering these questions. What have you
discovered or observed about God and what is he saying to you? How does God want you to respond?
Use the space below or a journal to write your answers.
The purification offering is about the separating of God and mankind due to sin. Why do you think that
God and mankind think so differently about sin?
What would change in your life if you were to look at sin the way God looks at sin?
The tabernacle was to be cleansed with blood because of sin and defilement so that it could remain
holy. Do you have space that is set aside to meet with God? How do you treat it differently than other
spaces?
The purification offering displays the cost of our sin. How does this offering display the work of Jesus
Christ on our behalf?

What is God saying to you right now?

What are you going to do about it?

Unplugged Quiet Time
Take some time this week to unplug from distractions and listen to God’s voice in his Word. Read over
this week’s passage listening for God to speak to your heart. Pray through the passage using the prayer
guide in the back of this guide or on your own. Use the space below or a journal to write your thoughts
or prayers.

Prayers and Answers to Prayer:

Reading Plan
Set aside some time this week to read and reflect on these passages of Scripture. Write your thoughts in
your journal or in the space below.
Day 1: Numbers 15:22-29
Day 2: Exodus 27:1-8
Day 3: Exodus 30:1-10
Day 4: Numbers 19
Day 5: Romans 3:9-31; Hebrews 9:11-22

Thoughts on your reading:

Gather and Discuss
This week gather together in Life Group to discuss with one another the things that you have discovered,
the questions that you have or the ways that God is calling you to apply his Word to your life. Use the
following questions to guide your conversation.
Read The Big Picture
What does it look like to sin unintentionally? Give examples.

Are there gray areas of sin or levels to sin? What sin do we judge less or more than other sin? How does God
view sin differently than we do?

Read Theology Matters
Do we hold our own sin to a higher standard? How do we hold others to a higher standard?
Can we hold non-Christians to the same standards? Why or why not?

What are some ways that our own sins affect those around us?

Is it healthier to keep our struggles to ourselves or make them public? Some see strength in facing your battles
on your own while some see strength in vulnerably sharing your struggles. How can we show truth and love in
both of those situations?

Read Guided by the Gospel
Does the process to redemption change in response to sin?

Do we show more compassion or have more respect for certain paths to redemption? If we see someone
struggle more fervently or more tragically does that change our opinion of that person? If someone struggles
with the same battle multiple times throughout their lifetime, how does our opinion change?

Atonement: Week 5
Things Left Undone
Leviticus 5:1-13

The Big Picture
These verses in chapter five are similar in scope to the previous discussion in chapter four. The sacrifice is for
unintentional sin, although in these verses it is a bit more detailed to include becoming unintentionally unclean,
failing to do the right thing or failing to do what was promised. The passage also makes provision for the poor
to have access to this purification offering. It is focused on God’s provision for even accidental contact with
unclean things to be dealt with so that the worshiper’s relationship with God should be maintained.

Theology Matters
The law reveals sin but it also reveals the gracious provision of God to deal with sin and restore relationship with
the sinner. Sin is serious in the eyes of God. Sin of neglect or sin of omission or sin that is accidental is serious
sin in the eyes of God. This is because God is holy. He cannot (and will not) be in the presence of sin. That means
that if we intend to be in the presence of God then we must be free from sin (even temporarily). This just and
holy God is gracious and merciful enough to make provision for such nearness. He does this by declaring
boundaries for our behavior to help us avoid sin and also allowing us to confess and make right through sacrifice
our offenses when we go astray.

Guided by the Gospel
The gospel does not avoid sin. Any version of the gospel that minimizes sin is a false version of the gospel. It
should be rejected outright. God provides atonement for sin in the law but this was insufficient because we
would immediately need forgiveness again. So, sacrifices persist day and night. But God took sin so seriously
that he would send his Son to be the final sacrifice. The one that all other sacrifices point toward. The gospel is
all about how serious sin is to God and to all of those that desire to be with God.

Sermon Thoughts
Write down some of your thoughts about this week’s sermon. What stood out to you? What questions
do you have? How is God calling you to respond?

Read and Reflect
Take some time this week to read over this passage. Use these questions and the space below to write
down your observations.
Read Leviticus 5:1-4
The first verses of chapter five describe some clear instances of sin that must be dealt with in
order to remain in relationship with God. Withholding evidence, coming into contact with
unclean things and swearing carelessly are specific cases given in these verses. What do these
three instances have in common? What sets them apart?
What makes withholding evidence an offense against God?
Why would God hold his people accountable for even accidental contact with unclean things?
Why does swearing carelessly offend a holy God?

Read Leviticus 5:5-6
These verses introduce confession to us. There is something different going on in confession
than in contrition. There are times when we offend our own conscience and there are times
when our offense affects others. Having contrition is an internal recognition of our sin but
making confession is an external recognition (publicly) because others are involved. Why would
confession come before sacrifice in these instances of indifferent silence, prolonged impurity
and unfulfilled promise?
In these verses, it is not only confession that is necessary, but also sacrifice. How does the
requirement for both display the seriousness of sin to a holy God?
Read Leviticus 5:7-13
Verses 7-13 make a couple of things very clear about the provision of God in the purification
offering. The first, anyone can come before God and make their relationship right in worship.
Two, even the most prolonged offense can be brought before God and forgiven.
In these verses, it is the poor that are given access. Are there other things that might keep some
people from coming before God?
How does sin that happened long ago impact those that have offended God?

Observations, Answers and Thoughts:

See also pages 221-222 of the ESV Study Bible, also available online at esv.org

Apply to Your Life
Take some time this week to apply this passage to your life by answering these questions. What have you
discovered or observed about God and what is he saying to you? How does God want you to respond?
Use the space below or a journal to write your answers.
One of the common identifiers of these instances of sin is the opportunity to hide them from others.
How do you sometimes commit sins of silence? Are there recurring instances of these sins in your life?
The sins that we commit point us to contrition and confession. How do you respond toward God with a
contrite heart? How do you confess your sin that has affected others, as well as God?
Everyone has access to a relationship with God, regardless of status or how long ago the offense
occurred. Are there times when you feel that you have unequal access to God? Who could you tell
about this?
Are there any sins in your past that you feel that have gone too long for God to forgive? Seeing that
God invites our confession and forgiveness of these prolonged sins, are you willing to ask him to
forgive you now? Who can you share these with?

What is God saying to you right now?

What are you going to do about it?

Unplugged Quiet Time
Take some time this week to unplug from distractions and listen to God’s voice in his Word. Read over
this week’s passage listening for God to speak to your heart. Pray through the passage using the prayer
guide in the back of this guide or on your own. Use the space below or a journal to write your thoughts
or prayers.

Prayers and Answers to Prayer:

Reading Plan
Set aside some time this week to read and reflect on these passages of Scripture. Write your thoughts in
your journal or in the space below.
Day 1: Leviticus 5:1-13
Day 2: Judges 11:29-40
Day 3: Ecclesiastes 5:1-7
Day 4: 1 Samuel 14:24-46
Day 5: Matthew 18:15-20; Romans 7:7-25

Thoughts on your reading:

Gather and Discuss
This week gather together in Life Group to discuss with one another the things that you have discovered,
the questions that you have or the ways that God is calling you to apply his Word to your life. Use the
following questions to guide your conversation.
Read The Big Picture
What are some ways that you maintain your relationship with God? How does the cross impact the way we
maintain our relationship with the Father?

Part of maintaining relationships is frequently asking for feedback and being willing to accept it. How do we
communicate this with others and with God?

Read Theology Matters
Why was it so important for God’s people to be pure before him? How do we do that now? How does the
cross impact our purification?

We don’t have to clean ourselves up in order to come to the Father, but he loves us too much to leave us the
way we are. Does that mean I can sin all I want and not worry about it because God forgives me anyways?
How does the cross impact this?

Read Guided by the Gospel
Do we have a responsibility to the cross because of God’s love? How does God apply love and truth in our
lives?

How does God restore relationships with us? How can we take that restoration into our relationships with
those around us?

If God cannot be in the presence of sin, and we are the very ones sinning. How can he be in a relationship with
us?

Atonement: Week 6
Evidence of Repentance
Leviticus 5:14-6:7

The Big Picture
Sin oftentimes takes the form of harming or defrauding others. In these moments, it is not sufficient to ask God
for forgiveness or takes steps of forgiveness and ignore the harm that has befallen others. God calls us to make
things right with others that we have harmed as we also pursue making things right with him. Before our
sacrifices can be accepted by a holy God a reparation must take place. We must repair what we have broken, if
possible. This reparation offering will be the discussion of this passage.

Theology Matters
The sin discussed here either defrauds God of his holy things or defrauds people by keeping what rightfully
belongs to them. In both of these cases, reparation must be made in order to make things right with God.
Although God is a God of grace and mercy, this passage makes clear that evidence of repentance must be
present for forgiveness to follow. This means that when it comes to certain sins, our remorse is not sufficient,
we must make reparation. We must pay back what we have taken.

Guided by the Gospel
There is sometimes misunderstanding of the gospel. We sometimes make sin only an issue between ourselves
and God. We tend to individualize sin. But Jesus makes clear in Matthew 18:15-20 that making things right with
those that we have harmed is critical to pursuing a right relationship with God. In Luke 19:1-10, we meet a tax
collector named Zacchaeus that confesses his sin and repents to Jesus then repays what he has taken from the
people that he has harmed. The gospel that is active in our lives is evident in our lives.

Sermon Thoughts
Write down some of your thoughts about this week’s sermon. What stood out to you? What questions
do you have? How is God calling you to respond?

Read and Reflect
Take some time this week to read over this passage. Use these questions and the space below to write
down your observations.
Read Leviticus 5:14-19
This section of the book of Leviticus breaks down into two sections. The first deals with sin that
defrauds God by sinning against his holy things. The other deals with sin against a neighbor by
making an oath. Both of these are offenses against a holy God and both demand a response by
making restitution of what was gained by defrauding God or others. What does the demand for
restitution display about sin and repentance?
The law demands that not only must the offense be repaid but an additional amount added to
it and a sacrifice, as well, to mend the relationship with God. How does this sacrifice and
reparation display the costliness of sin?
The sin against the holy things of God could be intentional or unintentional. How does the
costliness of this sin cause worshipers to change their behavior?

Read Leviticus 6:1-7
The second part of this passage deals with the unlawful gain from someone else’s property or
rights. Even though these transgressions are against another person, they are still a breaking of
the covenant relationship with God. So, not only must the relationship with the individual that
has been defrauded be made right through restitution but also the relationship with God
through sacrifice. What is the order of the restitution and sacrifice in the first section? What is
the order in the second section?

What does this display about our relationship with God and with others?

What do these verses suggest about God’s concern over the rights of others?

In light of this passage, how would you define repentance in your own words?

How many times is “guilt” or “guilty” used in this passage?

Observations, Answers and Thoughts:

See also pages 222-223 of the ESV Study Bible, also available online at esv.org

Apply to Your Life
Take some time this week to apply this passage to your life by answering these questions. What have you
discovered or observed about God and what is he saying to you? How does God want you to respond?
Use the space below or a journal to write your answers.
This passage shows that there are things that God considers “holy.” What kind of things are holy or set
apart to God in your life right now? How do you treat these things differently?
Sin is costly and affects our relationship with God. How have you experienced the costliness of sin?
How does this point you to the value and worth of Christ’s sacrifice?
One of the major themes of this passage is making things right with God and others. How has sin cost
you or those that you know? Why is making it right so important?
How can you put into practice repaying those that you might have wronged? What are the struggles
with repaying others for our sins?

What is God saying to you right now?

What are you going to do about it?

Unplugged Quiet Time
Take some time this week to unplug from distractions and listen to God’s voice in his Word. Read over
this week’s passage listening for God to speak to your heart. Pray through the passage using the prayer
guide in the back of this guide or on your own. Use the space below or a journal to write your thoughts
or prayers.

Prayers and Answers to Prayer:

Reading Plan
Set aside some time this week to read and reflect on these passages of Scripture. Write your thoughts in
your journal or in the space below.
Day 1: Leviticus 5:14-6:7
Day 2: Numbers 5:5-10
Day 3: 2 Chronicles 26:16-21
Day 4: Deuteronomy 24:10-15
Day 5: Matthew 5:21-26, 18:15-20; Luke 19:1-10

Thoughts on your reading:

Gather and Discuss
This week gather together in Life Group to discuss with one another the things that you have discovered,
the questions that you have or the ways that God is calling you to apply his Word to your life. Use the
following questions to guide your conversation.

Read The Big Picture
Why is it so hard to come to someone we’ve hurt and try to restore that relationship? How can we put aside
our own pride?

How do we react if the other person rejects our attempt to restore the relationship or ask for forgiveness?

How do we react if someone comes to us to restore the relationship? Do we forgive them immediately and
completely? Why or why not?

Read Theology Matters
What does forgiveness entail to us? to others? to God? What are the consequences and requirements of
forgiveness? What does forgiveness demand of us, the other person, and of God?

What happens to our relationships with others and with God if we don’t ask for forgiveness?? What is the
appropriate way to ask for forgiveness, to make an apology? Roleplay it or give an example.

Read Guided by the Gospel
How do we offer reparation or restitution to others as a part of asking forgiveness? When is it necessary? How
do we make amends when financial compensation cannot be given for our mistakes?

If sin costs so much, why do we keep doing it over and over? What is our only hope of freedom? Explain.

Atonement: Week 7
Providing Access to God
Leviticus 6:8-13

The Big Picture
This section of Leviticus chapter 6 returns to the burnt offering but puts its focus on the behavior of the priests
and the provision of access to the people. This passage commands that the fire of the altar should never go out
and provides practical instruction on how to maintain the fire continually. The fire of the altar is one of the
practical evidences of the presence of the LORD and a practical provision for continual access to the altar for
sacrifices. This ensures that the Israelites are without excuse for being in a separated relationship with their
God.

Theology Matters
The representation of the presence of God being represented by fire is throughout all of the Bible. In the
wilderness, the LORD went before the people leading them to Sinai. The LORD is displayed as fire on the
mountain of Sinai as well. In Ezekiel, Hebrews and Revelation the presence of God is referred to as fire in some
way. Fire is representative of God’s power, his guidance, his presence and sufficiency. In this passage, this in no
allegorical or typological interpretation. It is a direct display of God’s relationship with his people.

Guided by the Gospel
The power of the gospel is for all people and there is no moment where God makes himself unavailable to us.
Anyone can confess their need for Christ at any time because of God’s constant presence and availability by his
grace. Paul reminds us in Romans 1 that we are all “without excuse” and this is one of the reasons. Approach to
God and response to the gospel is never hindered by the time of a church service, offering of an invitation or
confirmation of a priest. The gospel is available to anyone, anywhere and at any time.

Sermon Thoughts
Write down some of your thoughts about this week’s sermon. What stood out to you? What questions
do you have? How is God calling you to respond?

Read and Reflect
Take some time this week to read over this passage. Use these questions and the space below to write
down your observations.
Read Leviticus 6:8-9
These verses will cause us to slow down and go a bit deeper. We have already seen the burnt
offering described in Leviticus. This section explains in more detail, how the opportunity to
make an offering is to be maintained. These first couple of verses are addressed directly to the
priests. Why is access to the altar and to the priesthood important for the people of God?

How would their relationship with God be affected if the altar were not available?

What would the offering burning on the altar all night express to the people?

Read Leviticus 6:10-11
The instruction to the priests regarding care of the offering and the fire involve them changing
clothes as they interact with the altar. The passage commands that the priest make two
clothing changes. The first, as he interacts with the altar by taking the ashes from it. The
second, as he goes outside the camp to place the ashes in a clean place. Why does what the
priest is wearing make a difference at the altar?

Why does the priest need to change for a second time? What is changing about the priest’s
location?

What does the place where the ashes are placed outside declare about this whole ritual?

Read Leviticus 6:12-13
The last two verses of this section put an emphasis on the fire being maintained continually. It
also refers to the burnt offering and the peace offering specifically. Thinking back to the burnt
and peace offerings, why is the continual fire so important for them?

What evidence is there in these verses of an emphasis on the fire to be maintained constantly?

Observations, Answers and Thoughts:

See also page 223 of the ESV Study Bible, also available online at esv.org

Apply to Your Life
Take some time this week to apply this passage to your life by answering these questions. What have you
discovered or observed about God and what is he saying to you? How does God want you to respond?
Use the space below or a journal to write your answers.
This passage shows God’s heart for being available to all people. How do we access a relationship with
God today? Do you think that having access to a set aside space for worship is important?
The priesthood were commanded to change clothes in order to maintain their “holiness” before the
LORD. Is there a “higher standard” for our church leaders today? How do you think that church leaders
measure up to the call to holiness?
The fire of the altar is to be maintained in order to be constantly available. How is our relationship with
sin impacted by this reality of God being available to us at all times?
What do these verses suggest about our response to the sin in our lives? How do we practice a
relationship with holiness today?

What is God saying to you right now?

What are you going to do about it?

Unplugged Quiet Time
Take some time this week to unplug from distractions and listen to God’s voice in his Word. Read over
this week’s passage listening for God to speak to your heart. Pray through the passage using the prayer
guide in the back of this guide or on your own. Use the space below or a journal to write your thoughts
or prayers.

Prayers and Answers to Prayer:

Reading Plan
Set aside some time this week to read and reflect on these passages of Scripture. Write your thoughts in
your journal or in the space below.
Day 1: Leviticus 6:8-13
Day 2: Exodus 13:17-22
Day 3: Ezekiel 1
Day 4: Daniel 7:9-14
Day 5: Hebrews 12:18-29; Revelation 22

Thoughts on your reading:

Gather and Discuss
This week gather together in Life Group to discuss with one another the things that you have discovered,
the questions that you have or the ways that God is calling you to apply his Word to your life. Use the
following questions to guide your conversation.
Read The Big Picture
How often do we come up with excuses for our separation from God?

What are examples of those excuses? Which of those examples/excuses listed can be removed from our lives?
How are these excuses a barrier between us and God?

When do we experience separation from our relationship with God? Give an example.

Are there practical steps can we take to close that separation to God? Give examples.

Read Theology Matters
If God is always available to us, why don’t we seek his presence more? What makes us unavailable?

When are we most available to God? And how can we make ourselves more available?

Read Guided by the Gospel
Why does coming to God often seem like after-thought to us? Sometimes prayer can seem like a last-ditch
effort to save us from trouble or fix a problem. What keeps us from seeking him first and foremost?

We don’t have a literal fire anymore displaying our availability to the Father. How do we keep the fire going
today? How can we fan the flames to make sure our relationship with God stays hot and doesn’t burn out?

Atonement: Week 8
Assured of God’s Acceptance
Leviticus 6:14-23

The Big Picture
In this section of Leviticus, we return to the grain offering. We journeyed through the instructions for this
sacrifice in chapter 2 but here we return to instructions for the priest’s to follow about the offering. This passage
includes instructions for the priests in handling the grain offering of worshipers and instructions on the priests
bringing their own grain offering before the LORD. The offering given by the worshiper was used to supply the
needs of the priests serving in the tabernacle. The offering of the priests was completely burned on the altar.

Theology Matters
These instructions from the LORD display that God is not only concerned with the activity of sacrifice and
offering but also how the people responded in relationship with him. The priests were put in place to maintain
a holy space for worshipers to meet with their God. They also served to affirm and assure worshipers of God’s
acceptance of them. God wants to ensure that his people know that they are loved and accepted by grace
through faith and the priests are a part of him making that known.

Guided by the Gospel
There is possibly no more common question or more confusion spoken than that of assurance of salvation.
Denominations form and are divided on such questions and answers. But there is one certain truth; God is
concerned about the assurance of faith in his people. The gospel is not intended to breed confusion. The gospel
is intended to bring all who would repent from their sin and place their faith in Jesus Christ as their savior. God
also has commanded the church as a priesthood to assure and encourage one another.

Sermon Thoughts
Write down some of your thoughts about this week’s sermon. What stood out to you? What questions
do you have? How is God calling you to respond?

Read and Reflect
Take some time this week to read over this passage. Use these questions and the space below to write
down your observations.
Read Leviticus 6:14-18
This passage breaks down into two sections. The first, instructs the priests on giving assurance
to the worshipers bringing the dedication, or grain, offering before the LORD. This is
communicated by the consumption of the offering by the priests. The priests were commanded
to be holy and took great pains to avoid contamination with anything unclean. Therefore, their
consumption of the grain offering communicated that the offering was proper and accepted by
God. What does the receiving of the offering by the priest communicate about God?

What does the priest’s eating of the offering in the sacred space of the tabernacle say to the
worshiper?

What are some possible dangers that could arise within the priesthood concerning these
offerings?

Read Leviticus 6:19-23
The second section of this passage provides instructions to the priests about their own offerings
presented before the LORD. They were to place them on the altar and burn them completely. In
this way, they were not able to provide for themselves but were dependent of the offerings of
the people. What does the priest’s dependence communicate to the worshipers?

The priests were called to offer a dedication twice a day, splitting the offering in half. What
does this display about the relationship of the priest with God?

The grain offering, or any offering, was not given to supply God’s needs. The offerings were
given to supply the needs of one another. What does this communicate about God?

Why is this unique among the ancient pagan gods?

Observations, Answers and Thoughts:

See also page 223 of the ESV Study Bible, also available online at esv.org

Apply to Your Life
Take some time this week to apply this passage to your life by answering these questions. What have you
discovered or observed about God and what is he saying to you? How does God want you to respond?
Use the space below or a journal to write your answers.
One of the themes of the New Testament is the priesthood of all believers. How does this passage
display a reliance on one another as a people? How do we rely on one another?
The worship of the tabernacle was to provide for the priest. Do we take this provision for those that
serve us in worship seriously today? Why or why not?
The high priests were called to offer a dedication on the day of his anointing. How do we set apart
those that serve us in worship today? Why?
The entirety of the offering made by the high priest was burned on the altar. If the priests were not to
consume the offering, then it is completely consumed by fire. What does this display about our
offerings to God? Why do we give them if God does not need them?

What is God saying to you right now?

What are you going to do about it?

Unplugged Quiet Time
Take some time this week to unplug from distractions and listen to God’s voice in his Word. Read over
this week’s passage listening for God to speak to your heart. Pray through the passage using the prayer
guide in the back of this guide or on your own. Use the space below or a journal to write your thoughts
or prayers.

Prayers and Answers to Prayer:

Reading Plan
Set aside some time this week to read and reflect on these passages of Scripture. Write your thoughts in
your journal or in the space below.
Day 1: Leviticus 6:14-23
Day 2: Deuteronomy 24:14-15, 25:4
Day 3: Psalm 50
Day 4: Numbers15:1-21; 18:8-20
Day 5: Luke 10:7; 1 Corinthians 9; 1 Timothy 5:17-25; Hebrews 10:19-25

Thoughts on your reading:

Gather and Discuss
This week gather together in Life Group to discuss with one another the things that you have discovered,
the questions that you have or the ways that God is calling you to apply his Word to your life. Use the
following questions to guide your conversation.
Read The Big Picture
What are some examples of holy spaces today? How are they maintained?

Why are holy spaces important and meaningful?

Read Theology Matters
What are some ways that we respond in relationship to God?

When do you feel most accepted and loved by God?

Read Guided by the Gospel
What are some ways that we can share the love and acceptance that we have with the Father, through Christ,
with others?

How does God assure us of our salvation? How can we encourage or give assurance of salvation to others?

Why is it important to rely on one another? What is an important relationship that you have in the church?

Atonement: Week 9
Communicating God’s Forgiveness
Leviticus 6:24-30

The Big Picture
This section continues the further instructions to the priests about handling the sacrifices. This sacrifice is the
purification offering. This offering communicates the forgiveness of the sin of the people by a just and holy God.
These verses describe the seriousness of what happens when something comes into contact with the blood and
how to clean the blood in a holy way. The way that blood is contacted effects the relationship of that item or
person with God. This section concludes with instructions on what parts of the sacrifice are to be eaten and
which ones should not.

Theology Matters
The theological issue in this passage is the idea of forgiveness through blood. Sin is serious to a sinless and holy
God. God cannot be in the presence of sin. So, God provides a way for sinful people to be with him in the
tabernacle. The blood of an animal that died to pay the penalty of sin can be applied to vessels or people and
made holy. People sin often, by both omission and commission, so the communication of forgiveness is
important for people to feel that they are not separated from God. These passages display the need for a visible
and tangible expression of forgiveness. One we still have present in the Lord’s Supper.

Guided by the Gospel
The forgiveness of the sins of people separated from God is the core of the gospel. The way that sins were
forgiven was by the death of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. Jesus was the final sacrifice that fully satisfied God’s
holiness and justice and allows anyone who is “in Christ” (covered by the blood of Christ) to enter into the
presence of God permanently. This sacrifice of Christ is remembered in the tangible and visible practice of the
Lord’s Supper.

Sermon Thoughts
Write down some of your thoughts about this week’s sermon. What stood out to you? What questions
do you have? How is God calling you to respond?

Read and Reflect
Take some time this week to read over this passage. Use these questions and the space below to write
down your observations.
Read Leviticus 6:24-26
This passage of Leviticus is primarily about blood and sacrifice. It describes the effect of blood
and gives instructions on handling the blood in the tabernacle. It also describes the way that
the sacrifice is to be treated by the priests. These verses begin with the LORD speaking to
Moses and telling him to speak to Aaron. What is displayed in this communicating through
Moses?

The sin offering is brought into the presence of God alone. What is being displayed by the
offering being given and eaten in the presence of God?

A portion of the offering was eaten in the presence of the worshiper. What does this
communicate tangibly to them?

Read Leviticus 6:27-28
These verses talk about the blood of the animal and how it is to be treated. The blood was to be
washed out of clothes or bronze bowls (porous, earthenware bowls had to be shattered, thus
rendering them unusable). What area can the blood remain? Why?

The great lengths that the priests had to go to made the ritual resistant to becoming common
or profane. Why is the responsibility for this placed on the priests?

There is an enigma in the blood, it is cleansing, yet also makes things that it inadvertently came
in contact with unclean. How can both of these things be true at the same time?

Read Leviticus 6:29-30
These final two verses describe the eating of the sacrificed animal. The offering of the
worshiper is to be eaten by the priest, while, the offering of the priest is to be completely
burned on the altar. What was the conscience of the worshiper like after seeing the priest eat
the offering?

Why can the priest not eat his own sacrifice?

Observations, Answers and Thoughts:

See also page 223-224 of the ESV Study Bible, also available online at esv.org

Apply to Your Life
Take some time this week to apply this passage to your life by answering these questions. What have you
discovered or observed about God and what is he saying to you? How does God want you to respond?
Use the space below or a journal to write your answers.
We are called and sent by God into a mission of speaking the good news of the gospel to those that
God is drawing to him. How is God’s sending of Moses like his sending us? Is it more significant? Why
or why not?
The priest is instructed to stand in the presence of God alone and in the presence of the worshiper.
How do we practice this tangible reality of being in the presence of one another but also the presence
of God? What do we miss from these rituals?
The discussion of blood reveals its significance to worship and holiness. How do we still carry this belief
in our worship today?
The priest was to eat in the presence of the worshiper, partly, to help determine if the worshiper was
truly contrite, broken and serious. Do we still struggle with some “going through the motions” of ritual
today? How can we help one another focus on the right things?

What is God saying to you right now?

What are you going to do about it?

Unplugged Quiet Time
Take some time this week to unplug from distractions and listen to God’s voice in his Word. Read over
this week’s passage listening for God to speak to your heart. Pray through the passage using the prayer
guide in the back of this guide or on your own. Use the space below or a journal to write your thoughts
or prayers.

Prayers and Answers to Prayer:

Reading Plan
Set aside some time this week to read and reflect on these passages of Scripture. Write your thoughts in
your journal or in the space below.
Day 1: Leviticus 6:24-30
Day 2: Leviticus 4
Day 3: Ezekiel 44:27-29
Day 4: Psalm 32
Day 5: Hebrews 10:11-18; Romans 12:1-2; 1 John 1:9; 1 Peter 2:9-12

Thoughts on your reading:

Gather and Discuss
This week gather together in Life Group to discuss with one another the things that you have discovered,
the questions that you have or the ways that God is calling you to apply his Word to your life. Use the
following questions to guide your conversation.
Read The Big Picture
Do we treat sin as seriously as we should? Why or why not?

Do we think of sin as a life or death matter? How is it and how is it not a matter of life and death?

Why don’t we take the consequences for our sin more seriously?

Read Theology Matters
How does the cross impact the consequences of sin?

How does the Lord’s Supper display forgiveness of sin?

What else is being communicated in the Lord’s Supper?

Read Guided by the Gospel
Where do we draw the line between extending grace and forgiveness? Are there boundary lines to protect
ourselves and others?

Where does God draw those lines with us? Can we always expect that God will forgive us? Why or why not?

Atonement: Week 10
Ministry of Reconciliation
Leviticus 7:1-10

The Big Picture
In these verses, we take a deeper dive into the reparation, or guilt, offering. The emphasis in these verses is the
ministry of the priests in the sacrificing of the guilt offering. The behavior of the priests communicates to the
repentant worshiper that their sin is forgiven and their relationship with God is mended. This is a unique offering
that is only given because the worshiper is moved by their conscience to make things right with the one that
has been wronged.

Theology Matters
God uses the ministers in the tabernacle much like he uses the church, to communicate forgiveness and right
standing with God. In the New Testament the church is called “ministers of reconciliation” because we are called
to preach and teach the gospel. We are called to give people a chance to ask forgiveness for their sins and
communicate a peace between them and God as a result of their heartfelt confession. That God would use his
people to communicate his acceptance of people that have responded to this call is a wonder all of its own.

Guided by the Gospel
The good news of the gospel is that even though we all have fallen short of God’s glory and measure of holiness,
we can be saved by grace through faith in Jesus Christ. Those that have been saved by this amazing grace are
ministers of reconciliation to others that need to hear and be called to respond to the good news of the gospel.
Those that respond with genuine repentance and faith are included in a body called the church. This church has
as its sole mission to share the message of forgiveness and offer the ministry of reconciliation.

Sermon Thoughts
Write down some of your thoughts about this week’s sermon. What stood out to you? What questions
do you have? How is God calling you to respond?

Read and Reflect
Take some time this week to read over this passage. Use these questions and the space below to write
down your observations.
Read Leviticus 7:1-6
The reparation was an offering that was made voluntarily. Therefore, the priests would have
needed to encourage the people to make such an offering. The sins that this offering covered
were sins that would have been unseen. So this ritual was especially a reflection of the spiritual
life of the worshiper. All of this ritual is happening in front of the worshiper. What would the
blood communicate to the worshiper as the animal is killed?

The fat portions of the animal was burned on the altar. This burning of the fat on the altar
would produce an aroma. What does the aroma communicate to the worshiper?

The rest of the animal was kept for food for the priests. The priests would eat in front of the
worshiper. What was the conclusion for the worshiper after they have seen the blood, smelled
the aroma and watched the priests eat the sacrifice?

Read Leviticus 7:7-10
The guilt offering, along with the burnt offering and purification offering, provides for the needs
of those that serve the people in the tabernacle. The food, clothing and bread of the priests
would be a provision that comes through the voluntary and required offerings of worshipers.
Why is it important for the servants in the tabernacle to be provided for by the offerings?

What is significant about meat, bread and clothing being provided? What do you notice about
these provisions?

What possible problems can you see developing in this exchange between worshipers and the
priests?

Observations, Answers and Thoughts:

See also page 224 of the ESV Study Bible, also available online at esv.org

Apply to Your Life
Take some time this week to apply this passage to your life by answering these questions. What have you
discovered or observed about God and what is he saying to you? How does God want you to respond?
Use the space below or a journal to write your answers.
Many of the elements in the sacrifices of the tabernacle were intended to communicate forgiveness
and restored relationship. What communicates forgiveness and restoration for us in worship today?
What do we consider holy in worship? What kind of things would be considered unclean”
The offerings provided for the needs of the servants in the tabernacle. How does our worship provide
for others?

What is communicated if others are not able to be provided for by our worship? Looking at your life,
what are some ways that you can grow in this area?

What is God saying to you right now?

What are you going to do about it?

Unplugged Quiet Time
Take some time this week to unplug from distractions and listen to God’s voice in his Word. Read over
this week’s passage listening for God to speak to your heart. Pray through the passage using the prayer
guide in the back of this guide or on your own. Use the space below or a journal to write your thoughts
or prayers.

Prayers and Answers to Prayer:

Reading Plan
Set aside some time this week to read and reflect on these passages of Scripture. Write your thoughts in
your journal or in the space below.
Day 1: Leviticus 7:1-10
Day 2: Leviticus 5:14-6:7
Day 3: Genesis 2:8-9, 3:20-21
Day 4: Exodus 21:33-22:15
Day 5: Philippians 4:14-20; Matthew 6:25-33; 2 Peter 1:3-11; 2 Corinthians 5:11-21

Thoughts on your reading:

Gather and Discuss
This week gather together in Life Group to discuss with one another the things that you have discovered,
the questions that you have or the ways that God is calling you to apply his Word to your life. Use the
following questions to guide your conversation.
Read the Big Picture
Can we mend our relationship with God now that there is no mediating priest? How?

Can we always mend our relationships with God or is there a point of no-return?

Do we always listen to our conscience when it calls us to move? How can we become more attentive?

How can we tell when it is the Holy Spirit calling us to repentance or action? What is the a difference between
anxiety/emotions/guilt and the Holy Spirit?

Can we strengthen the voice of the Holy Spirit? Is there a way to quiet the noise and focus on the Spirit’s
nudging us in the right direction?

Read Theology Matters
What does it mean to be saved by grace through faith? How have you experienced grace and faith in your life?

Read Guided by the Gospel
Are we doing our job as ministers of reconciliation? What do we do right? What could we do better?

What does true worship to God consist of? What is going on in our hearts when we offer true worship to God?

Atonement: Week 11
Celebrating Peace
Leviticus 7:11-21

The Big Picture
We return to the peace offering for instructions to the priests on this celebratory sacrifice. The priests have a
special responsibility to ensure that worshipers embrace the joy that comes with being at peace with God.
However, the priest also must guard that this celebration be conducted in purity and generosity. The peace
offering can be brought on the occasion of the worshiper’s thanksgiving, a vow or as a freewill offering. Special
attention is paid in these verses to the eating of the offering and warnings for disobeying the boundaries.

Theology Matters
At the heart of true spiritual worship is the opportunity for spontaneity. Spontaneous worship that in heartfelt
and sincere is a gift from God to his people. There is room for rules and rituals within worship (even unspoken)
but worship becomes dry and rigid without opportunities for spontaneous acts. Such dry and rigid worship is
not God’s design, any more than boundaryless and emotional festival would be. God designed worship to be
ordered yet deeply satisfying to the one seeking a relationship with him.

Guided by the Gospel
One of the core issues addressed by Jesus when he walked the earth was worship. Worship being used to
promote some to power while holding others in bondage. Jesus met with a woman beside a well and expressed
to her that worship is given by God and that his desire is for worship in spirit and truth. Worship is core to the
gospel because it is this worship in spirit and truth that Jesus ushered in (John 4:21-26). He makes a way for this
worship because he remains at the right hand of the Father as an anchor behind the curtain (Hebrews 6:19).

Sermon Thoughts
Write down some of your thoughts about this week’s sermon. What stood out to you? What questions
do you have? How is God calling you to respond?

Read and Reflect
Take some time this week to read over this passage. Use these questions and the space below to write
down your observations.
Read Leviticus 7:11-14
This passage breaks down into three sections: an offering to the LORD, a communal meal and
avoiding defilement. The first verses focus on the offering from the worshiper. As an expression
of thanks and praise to God by the worshiper, they bring a sacrifice and declare before the
people what God has done for them. This sacrifice edifies the people that hear the worshiper
praising God with thanksgiving. How does thanksgiving tie praise and worship together?

What would be the effect of hearing another worshiper declaring praise and thanks to God?

The offering of praise was in response to what the LORD had done or provided. How does the
provision of the offering to the priests deepen this sense of community? What is at the center
of this community?

Read Leviticus 7:15-18
The peace offering had benefits for those present for worship. All who were gathered were able
to share in the communal meal provided by the peace offering. Whether the people present
were poor or rich, widows or orphans, strangers or friends, the meal was shared by all. What
would the requirement for the meal to be eaten on the same day or within two days for the
vow or freewill offering cause to happen for the worship community?
A peace offering could be given after a vow had been completed. What would the gathering be
like for someone celebrating the completion of a vow?
The freewill offering was given simply out of the overflowing of joy and celebration. What
would this communal meal be like?

How would the meals differ from one another?

Read Leviticus 7:19-21
The final verses deal with the defilement that may come with improper handling of the
sacrifices and meals. Why is so much attention paid to impurity in an offering surrounding
peace with God?
How do these verses also address the way uncleanness impacts their relationship with one
another?

Observations, Answers and Thoughts:

See also page 224 of the ESV Study Bible, also available online at esv.org

Apply to Your Life
Take some time this week to apply this passage to your life by answering these questions. What have you
discovered or observed about God and what is he saying to you? How does God want you to respond?
Use the space below or a journal to write your answers.
The peace offerings were times of celebration as well as worship. What kind of celebrations do we
have in worship today? What celebration in worship is your favorite? Why?
The communal meal is a big part of this worship celebration. How do we continue to practice
communal meals in or around worship? Do you think that we do this enough or would you like to do it
more often?
The communal meal drew all walks of life together. Do our worship celebrations have such broad
appeal? Why or why not?

Holiness and peace are connected in these verses. How can we have peace with God even though we
are not perfectly holy or clean?

What is God saying to you right now?

What are you going to do about it?

Unplugged Quiet Time
Take some time this week to unplug from distractions and listen to God’s voice in his Word. Read over
this week’s passage listening for God to speak to your heart. Pray through the passage using the prayer
guide in the back of this guide or on your own. Use the space below or a journal to write your thoughts
or prayers.

Prayers and Answers to Prayer:

Reading Plan
Set aside some time this week to read and reflect on these passages of Scripture. Write your thoughts in
your journal or in the space below.
Day 1: Leviticus 7:11-21
Day 2: Leviticus 3
Day 3: Amos 4:1-5
Day 4: Numbers 18
Day 5: Galatians 2:11-14; 1 Corinthians 11:17-34

Thoughts on your reading:

Gather and Discuss
This week gather together in Life Group to discuss with one another the things that you have discovered,
the questions that you have or the ways that God is calling you to apply his Word to your life. Use the
following questions to guide your conversation.
Read The Big Picture
How do we ensure that our worship embraces the joy that comes with being at peace with God?

Is there a correct time for worship? Can we do it when we feel like it? On Sunday mornings? When we need
something from God?

What is the difference between when we gather to worship together or individually? How do the following
personal reasons affect our worship? (Obligation/ Thanksgiving/ Reverence to the Father/ Confession)

Read Theology Matters
Can we keep our worship from becoming dry? How can we keep our worship sincere? How can we tell the
difference? What are some examples?

What is more meaningful to you, regular worship on a schedule or spontaneous worship? Why?

What is your personal worship style? Liturgical, traditional, contemporary, charismatic? Is there a form of
worship that we should be in pursuit of? Why or why not?

Read Guided by the Gospel
Do you consider what Jesus Christ has done as you worship? How? How does the cross impact your worship?

Atonement: Week 12
Surrendering the Best of Life
Leviticus 7:22-38

The Big Picture
These verses close out the section on sacrifices in Leviticus. They come to a close with the focus being on
surrender. The worshiper surrenders the best portion of the offering to God by giving the fat and to those that
minister on their behalf. These verses make a clear prohibition against eating the fat and the blood. These
elements are symbolic of the best (fat) and life (blood). The space of the tabernacle is defined by these realities
and the fat and blood symbolically make that clear. These verse also make provision of the best part of the meat
to the priests serving in the tabernacle. The worshiper leaves the tabernacle knowing that, in surrendering the
best to God, peace has been made and sin has been forgiven.

Theology Matters
The surrendering of the best that the world has to offer to God is not something that can happen without
devotion and dedication. God calls us to surrender the best to him because he loves us. He calls us to assist in
the support of those that have dedicated their lives to serving us in worship because he loves us. Grasping hold
of what this world has to offer does damage to our souls. No one can love both God and money (Matthew 6:24).
In order to be devoted to one, we must let go of the other. This is God’s way of drawing us into deeper
relationship with him.

Guided by the Gospel
You could say that blood is the core of the gospel. Life is in the blood. Sin demands life. Therefore, forgiveness
of sin demands blood. Jesus Christ was not just another sacrifice. He was the final sacrifice. Giving his blood to
cover all of the sins of those that trust in him: past, present and future. That God may be just in forgiving sins of
the past and a justifier of those that will come to him seeking forgiveness and relationship (Romans 3:21-26;
Hebrews 10:19-25).

Sermon Thoughts
Write down some of your thoughts about this week’s sermon. What stood out to you? What questions
do you have? How is God calling you to respond?

Read and Reflect
Take some time this week to read over this passage. Use these questions and the space below to write
down your observations.
Read Leviticus 7:22-27
These verses break down into two sections. The first focuses on surrendering the fat and the
blood to God in worship through the sacrifice. The second section displays the provision of the
offering for the priests and their families. Why is the fat prohibited from being eaten?

What does fat symbolize for the Israelites in the wilderness?

Why is blood prohibited from being consumed? Why do you think blood can both make things
holy and make things unclean at the same time?

Read Leviticus 7:28-38
This second section instructs on the provision of the portions of the offerings to the priests.
These provisions are not coming from the people, but rather, are being supplied by the LORD.
How are the priestly portions provided by the LORD?

The offering made for the priest was made publicly and openly. Why is this open display of
surrender and provision important?

The law does not make providing for the priests optional but makes it a necessary part of
worship. What does this suggest that God feels toward those serving in the tabernacle?

What do the concluding verses 37 & 38 tell us about the section we have just studied?

Observations, Answers and Thoughts:

See also page 224-225 of the ESV Study Bible, also available online at esv.org

Apply to Your Life
Take some time this week to apply this passage to your life by answering these questions. What have you
discovered or observed about God and what is he saying to you? How does God want you to respond?
Use the space below or a journal to write your answers.
The offering of sacrifices included surrendering the best (most fat) animals to God. How do we still give
our best as an expression of worship?

The symbolic language of blood is still common in our worship. How many ways can you think if that
we use the word “blood” in worship today?

Within the worship rhythms of the Israelites the priests were given the most choice part of the
offering. How do we provide the “first part” to those that serve us in worship today? Do you agree with
this practice? Why or why not?

The section on sacrifices has concluded with chapter 7. What is one thing that you are going to apply to
your everyday life from this section?

What is God saying to you right now?

What are you going to do about it?

Unplugged Quiet Time
Take some time this week to unplug from distractions and listen to God’s voice in his Word. Read over
this week’s passage listening for God to speak to your heart. Pray through the passage using the prayer
guide in the back of this guide or on your own. Use the space below or a journal to write your thoughts
or prayers.

Prayers and Answers to Prayer:

Reading Plan
Set aside some time this week to read and reflect on these passages of Scripture. Write your thoughts in
your journal or in the space below.
Day 1: Leviticus 7:22-38
Day 2: Deuteronomy 14
Day 3: Ezekiel 44:15-31
Day 4: Numbers 6:13-20
Day 5: Acts 15:22-29; Romans 3; Hebrews 10:32-39

Thoughts on your reading:

Gather and Discuss
This week gather together in Life Group to discuss with one another the things that you have discovered,
the questions that you have or the ways that God is calling you to apply his Word to your life. Use the
following questions to guide your conversation.
Read The Big Picture
Do we still need to surrender the best of our life to God? Why or why not?

How do we surrender our best to God today? Give an example.

Read Theology Matters
How do we know that peace has been made and our sins have been forgiven today? What reminders do we
have?

How do we show God dedication and devotion today? How can you increase your dedication and devotion?

What characteristics of God display his goodness to us, especially when we are not?

Read Guided by the Gospel
Does knowing that we are going to sin, again and again, that we are going to fail, again and again, change that
God still loves us? Why?

How does he continue to pursue a relationship with us?

What is keeping you from going into a deeper relationship with God right now?

Atonement: Week 13
The Priesthood
Leviticus 8-10

The Big Picture
Chapters 8-10 in the book of Leviticus form a section on the ordination and dedication of the priesthood to
service in the tabernacle. Chapter 8 describes and instructs the ordination of the priests, chapter 9 describes
the first services in the tabernacle and chapter 10 gives warnings and corrections about keeping the duties of
the priesthood. Much of this can be somewhat foreign to the way that we might dedicate and set aside for
ministry today but some is still very familiar and filled with meaning.

Theology Matters
Serving God in the tabernacle was a privileged position and one that carries a deep sense of reverence and
responsibility. The priest represents the people before the LORD. Such a role is not taken lightly by God. Several
motifs appear in the description and instruction for ordination: purification, preparation, consecration,
sanctification, dedication, and inauguration are all reflected throughout the Bible. There is special attention
toward the emphasis of the New Testament on Jesus Christ as our eternal High Priest.

Guided by the Gospel
The tabernacle priests function as a mediator between God and worshipers. The activity that they do on a daily
basis communicate spiritual peace by maintaining a space that is set apart. A worshiper may only approach God
under these special circumstances, and even then, from a considerable distance. This is radically changed with
Jesus Christ. He fulfills the requirements of a priest and expands the meanings of holiness, sacrifice and peace
with God. Jesus Christ is the final sacrifice, the great and eternal high priest and maintains peace with God by
remaining in the presence of the Father permanently. We can approach God by coming near. He calls us friend.
We not only have peace, but ever deepening relationship through the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Sermon Thoughts
Write down some of your thoughts about this week’s sermon. What stood out to you? What questions
do you have? How is God calling you to respond?

Read and Reflect
Take some time this week to read over this passage. Use these questions and the space below to write
down your observations.
Read Leviticus 8:1-9
The first verses of this chapter instruct Moses on gathering the people to witness the
ordination, purifying the priests by washing and preparing the priests by clothing them with
robes and ephod. Why are the people gathered to witness this ritual? What does God’s
inclusion of them suggest about their importance?

Why is washing with water included? What does this symbolize?

A priest is given “new clothes” in this ordination. What does this suggest? What does it
symbolize?
Read Leviticus 8:10-21
The next section describes the anointing of the priests and the atonement for their sins. The
anointing with oil was a picture of the empowerment and gifting of the Holy Spirit in their
ministry within the tabernacle. The atonement was to purify them for the ministry they would

take part in at the altar. These verses describe Moses anointing the priest as well as the tent
and the tools. What does this suggest about the role of the priest?

Moses anoints the head of Aaron with the oil. What does this symbolize?

The atonement is made for Aaron and the priests before it is made for the rest of the people.
Why is this necessary? What does it suggest about the priest’s relationship with sin?
Read Leviticus 8:22-36
The final verses in this chapter describe the ordination and the installation of the priests. After
killing the ram, Moses applied blood to the earlobe, thumb and big toe. Why are ears, hands
and feet significant for the service of the priest?

Why is it important to sanctify these for ministry in the tabernacle?

Aaron and the priests ate a meal and remained in the tabernacle for seven days. What are
some ways that this ceremony communicates a commitment from the priests?

Observations, Answers and Thoughts:

See also page 225-227 of the ESV Study Bible, also available online at esv.org

Apply to Your Life
Take some time this week to apply this passage to your life by answering these questions. What have you
discovered or observed about God and what is he saying to you? How does God want you to respond?
Use the space below or a journal to write your answers.
The priests make their desire to serve public. What are some ways that we still make a public
declaration about serving the Lord?

The priests, the space and the tools were all dedicated to the LORD and had specific functions. How are
we set apart for specific service within the church? Who is called to serve?

The priests were anointed with oil and with blood. Are we anointed for service in the church? How are
we anointed for service?

The priests were purified before the people, even the high priest. Jesus Christ is our high priest and he
does not require purification, he purifies. How are we purified for service in Christ?

What is God saying to you right now?

What are you going to do about it?

Unplugged Quiet Time
Take some time this week to unplug from distractions and listen to God’s voice in his Word. Read over
this week’s passage listening for God to speak to your heart. Pray through the passage using the prayer
guide in the back of this guide or on your own. Use the space below or a journal to write your thoughts
or prayers.

Prayers and Answers to Prayer:

Reading Plan
Set aside some time this week to read and reflect on these passages of Scripture. Write your thoughts in
your journal or in the space below.
Day 1: Leviticus 8
Day 2: Leviticus 9-10
Day 3: Ezekiel 43:13-27
Day 4: Exodus 28-29
Day 5: Hebrews 3:1-6, 8:1-7

Thoughts on your reading:

Gather and Discuss
This week gather together in Life Group to discuss with one another the things that you have discovered,
the questions that you have or the ways that God is calling you to apply his Word to your life. Use the
following questions to guide your conversation.
Read The Big Picture
What are some ways that we experience these things: purification, consecration, sanctification, dedication?

Do we take these things seriously today? Why or why not?

Read Theology Matters
What do these things mean for Christians today? How are they each effected by the cross?

How does the cross affect our need for a mediator between God and us?

Read Guided by the Gospel
How are the meanings of holiness, sacrifice and peace with God expanded by Jesus Christ? Give examples.

What service to God and ministry to others is represented by the ears, hands and feet? How are we using our
ears, hands and feet in service to God and ministry to others today?

Atonement: Week 14
Clean and Unclean
Leviticus 11-15

The Big Picture
While the last few chapters all focused on the priesthood, chapters 11-15 focus on a life of purity before the
LORD. Like last week, we will let one chapter represent this section and instruct on the overall theme of
maintaining purity by obeying what the LORD says is clean and unclean. The LORD call those things clean that
obey or fit the created order. He calls those things unclean that do not fit the created order. Israel is called to
be set apart by their agreement with the Creator.

Theology Matters
Being a part of God’s people is to be set apart from the rest of the world. This happens in many ways as God
seeks to change us and make us more like him. He wants us to reflect his character and his attributes toward
one another, toward the world and toward our God. This process of making us more like him is called
sanctification. Sanctification will be complete one day and we will be whole in the presence of God for eternity.
But until then, sanctification is a process of daily choices and conflicts between obedience and desire or comfort.

Guided by the Gospel
Jesus Christ came eating and drinking. He had meals with sinners and those that Jewish society deemed
“unclean.” But Jesus had a purpose for his behavior. He was making a bold declaration of the gospel of salvation
being for everyone. For God moving in our lives in such ways that sanctification leading to transformation is an
internal reality as well as a physical reality. The gospel determines that we no longer follow dietary or purity
laws in order to enter into the presence of our Creator Lord. However, we are to remain distinct and set apart
in all areas of life, including the way that we eat.

Sermon Thoughts
Write down some of your thoughts about this week’s sermon. What stood out to you? What questions
do you have? How is God calling you to respond?

Read and Reflect
Take some time this week to read over this passage. Use these questions and the space below to write
down your observations.
Read Leviticus 11:1-23
The first section of this passage discusses and instructs on animals that can be eaten and those
that cannot be eaten because they are reflective of the created order. Animals that are “clean”
are ones that behave and move according to their kind (see Genesis 1). Animals that re
“unclean” break from those that are according to their kind. What are some categories of
animals that these verses list?

What would these restrictions say to the cultures around the Israelites? Why is that important?

Read Leviticus 11:24-43
This next section continues with restrictions but have a focus toward being “touched”. Any
animal that is dead is “unclean” and cannot be touched but some cannot be touched at all.
These animals interrupted the covenant relationship between the LORD and his people in the
tabernacle and so, should be avoided. What kind of similarities do you see among the animals
that cannot be touched?

What does becoming unclean by touching these animals or dead carcasses mean? What are the
consequences of becoming unclean?

Read Leviticus 11:44-47
The final verses of this section explain the purpose for these dietary restrictions and the
purpose for all of the purity laws. The purpose of the LORD is that his people would be like him.
These laws and restrictions are a way of sanctifying his people. The result was supposed to be
one of spiritual growth and nearness to God. What gives us understanding that these
restrictions are intended to make the Israelites like the LORD?

What gives us understanding that these laws are connected to creation and the desires of the
Creator for the world?

Observations, Answers and Thoughts:

See also page 229-231 of the ESV Study Bible, also available online at esv.org

Apply to Your Life
Take some time this week to apply this passage to your life by answering these questions. What have you
discovered or observed about God and what is he saying to you? How does God want you to respond?
Use the space below or a journal to write your answers.
God commands some foods clean and some unclean but does not say why. He has his sovereign
reasons that we may never know. Why is it important for us to obey God, even when we may not know
why? What other examples of this kind of obedience do you know?

The dietary commands are an example of one way that God sets apart his people from the world. The
church (ecclesia) means “to be a set apart gathering.” How are we set apart today? Is being set apart
easier or harder today?

God calls his people to be holy like he is holy. How do we reflect holiness in the everyday stuff of life?

The law was intended to lead into holiness. How are we led into holiness? How does the fulfillment of
these laws by Jesus Christ change how we obey them? What should stay the same?

What is God saying to you right now?

What are you going to do about it?

Unplugged Quiet Time
Take some time this week to unplug from distractions and listen to God’s voice in his Word. Read over
this week’s passage listening for God to speak to your heart. Pray through the passage using the prayer
guide in the back of this guide or on your own. Use the space below or a journal to write your thoughts
or prayers.

Prayers and Answers to Prayer:

Reading Plan
Set aside some time this week to read and reflect on these passages of Scripture. Write your thoughts in
your journal or in the space below.
Day 1: Leviticus 11
Day 2: Leviticus 12-13
Day 3: Leviticus 14-15
Day 4: Genesis 1-2
Day 5: Mark 7:14-23; Acts 10; Romans 14:1-23, 15:1-7

Thoughts on your reading:

Gather and Discuss
This week gather together in Life Group to discuss with one another the things that you have discovered,
the questions that you have or the ways that God is calling you to apply his Word to your life. Use the
following questions to guide your conversation.
Read The Big Picture
What does being a part of God’s people mean to you?

What are some ways that we are set apart from the world?

What are some ways that we can be set apart and still invite those outside of Christ to the table?

Read Theology Matters
Why does God seek to change us and make us more like him? What are some character traits of God that he
desires for us to possess?

What does God’s desire for us to be like him say about his love for us?

How do we reflect his character and his attributes toward one another, toward the world and toward God?

Read Guided by the Gospel
What are some examples of conflicts between obedience and our own desires or comfort?

What can we do to help make better, more intentional daily choices? How can we ensure that we are resting
in Christ as we make these choices?

Atonement: Week 15
The Day of Atonement
Leviticus 16

The Big Picture
Chapter 16 describes the Day of Atonement and is the climax of sanctification in the book of Leviticus. The
essence of this day is the high priest entering into the holy of holies and sprinkling blood to purify the people
and the tabernacle, then confessing the sin of the people and placing a goat outside of the camp, as well as,
making offerings to the LORD. This day was a sort of annual “reset” for the whole worship system. This was an
important day in the life of Israel and expressed commitment of the people to the LORD.

Theology Matters
The Day of Atonement has much significance in the Old and the New Testaments. In the Old Testament, the Day
of Atonement made continued worship in the tabernacle or temple possible because there is no way that every
sin was confessed or covered. This day ensured that all of the sins of the people were forgiven. In the New
Testament, the Atonement is fulfilled in the Messiah. He is the High Priest that enters into the holy of holies, is
the sacrifice whose blood purifies the people and is the one on whom all of our sins are placed outside of the
camp.

Guided by the Gospel
Atonement is the gospel. Jesus Christ makes a way for us to enter into the presence of God by his act of sacrifice
on the cross. He covers us with his blood so that we remain pure and can be present with God. He takes on our
sins and banishes them from the presence of God, as far as the east is from the west. But the true good news is
that he does not do this one day a year. He is constantly providing intercession, on our behalf, in the presence
of the Father. He is the final atonement. He fulfills every sacrifice and satisfies every demand for purity. In Christ,
we freely enter into the presence of God at any time and in any place.

Sermon Thoughts
Write down some of your thoughts about this week’s sermon. What stood out to you? What questions
do you have? How is God calling you to respond?

Read and Reflect
Take some time this week to read over this passage. Use these questions and the space below to write
down your observations.
Read Leviticus 16:1-5
These first verses of chapter 16 instruct and warn about entering the presence of the LORD.
God is clear that the only way to access his presence comes through atonement. God then gives
specific instructions to the high priest on how to come into the holy of holies. Why is coming
into the presence of God such a difficult task?

What does it communicate that there are no alternate ways to meet with God? Why is this
significant?

Read Leviticus 16:6-28
The next verses instruct on what must be done for atonement on behalf of the people. The high
priest must make a sacrifice for himself, for the people two goats are chosen, one is sacrificed
and the other is sent out into the wilderness after confessing the sins of the people and laying
hands on his head. Why must the high priest make a sacrifice for himself?

The priest laying his hands on the goat transfers the sins of the people to him. Why is the goat
sent away from the camp rather than killed?

Jesus is called our high priest, yet he did not have to make a sacrifice for himself. Why? How is
the scapegoat fulfilled in Jesus Christ?

Read Leviticus 16:29-34
The last verses of this chapter instructs Israel that the Day of Atonement shall always be
observed and it shall be observed with contrite hearts before the LORD. The day is observed on
the same day every year and no work is performed on this day, making it another Sabbath.
What affect does observing rest have on the spiritual life?

This became a ritual that is to be observed forever. How does Jesus Christ fulfill that command?

Observations, Answers and Thoughts:

See also page 237-239 of the ESV Study Bible, also available online at esv.org

Apply to Your Life
Take some time this week to apply this passage to your life by answering these questions. What have you
discovered or observed about God and what is he saying to you? How does God want you to respond?
Use the space below or a journal to write your answers.
Sin affects us but also the world around us. Where do we you the impacts of sin on our environment
and culture?

The high priest makes intercession for the sins of the people and himself. How does your relationship
with God change because our High Priest is Jesus Christ? How do you see this in our worship?

The sin of the people was laid on the scapegoat and it was sent out into the wilderness. How does your
confession of sin and the forgiveness provided by Jesus reflect this ritual? How often should we confess
our sin? Does this change your desire to confess your sin?

The ritual of the Day of Atonement became just a rigid religious routine for many. How do you prevent
meaningful practices from becoming dull and unfeeling?

What is God saying to you right now?

What are you going to do about it?

Unplugged Quiet Time
Take some time this week to unplug from distractions and listen to God’s voice in his Word. Read over
this week’s passage listening for God to speak to your heart. Pray through the passage using the prayer
guide in the back of this guide or on your own. Use the space below or a journal to write your thoughts
or prayers.

Prayers and Answers to Prayer:

Reading Plan
Set aside some time this week to read and reflect on these passages of Scripture. Write your thoughts in
your journal or in the space below.
Day 1: Leviticus 16
Day 2: Isaiah 53
Day 3: Luke 1:5-25
Day 4: 1 John 1:5-2:6
Day 5: Hebrews 9:23-28

Thoughts on your reading:

Gather and Discuss
This week gather together in Life Group to discuss with one another the things that you have discovered,
the questions that you have or the ways that God is calling you to apply his Word to your life. Use the
following questions to guide your conversation.
Read The Big Picture
How do we confess our sins to God? How important is repentance (a change in behavior) to confession of our
sin?

How does our worship follow a yearly rhythm? What are some key events in that rhythm?

How do we express our commitment to God? What is an example of a commitment that you have made?

Read Theology Matters
How is the goodness and grace of God reflected in Jesus Christ giving his life for us on the cross? How is it
reflected in his intercession for us before the Father?

How do we take Christ’s sacrifice and intercession for granted?

Read Guided by the Gospel
What advantage is it that we have constant and full access to God?

What are some specific meanings that we give sharing the Lord’s Supper? What do we do differently from
other churches? What do we do the same?

Atonement: Week 16
Holy as God is Holy
Leviticus 17-27

The Big Picture
The final section of Leviticus gives instructions in holiness. At first glance chapter 19 can look like a laundry list
of commands, but it is much more. This chapter gives the people of Israel an exhortation on living a holy life
that honors the LORD. The central command of this life of holiness is the command to love our neighbor. The
pathway to holiness is covenant faithfulness to God and love that is line with the covenant for one another and
the stranger. To be holy is not so much to be without sin but rather is to have behavior like the LORD.

Theology Matters
The call of this section is to be holy like the LORD is holy. As the commands to love the stranger, neighbor and
those that are vulnerable are given, we see that God cares for those that are at every level of society. He expects
his people to reflect the same love toward others. We are to reflect the character of God in our dealings with
others if we are to reflect his call to holiness. The holiness of God is not just that reflected in what he does not
do, but also in the things that he does for others.

Guided by the Gospel
Jesus was asked about the greatest commandment in the law (Matthew 22:34-40). In his response, Jesus offered
two commands. The first was the Shema. This is found in Deuteronomy 6:4-5. It calls us to “love the LORD with
all of our heart, soul, mind and strength.” Then he gave a second command. The second command comes from
Leviticus 19. “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Jesus did not see these two commands as separate realities but
one and the same. Holiness is connected to obedience. Obedience is connected to love. The way to holiness is
by keeping the commandments, but the way to keeping the commandments is by loving God and loving people.

Sermon Thoughts
Write down some of your thoughts about this week’s sermon. What stood out to you? What questions
do you have? How is God calling you to respond?

Read and Reflect
Take some time this week to read over this passage. Use these questions and the space below to write
down your observations.
Read Leviticus 19:1-8
The first verses of Leviticus 19 begin with a call to covenant loyalty to the LORD. There are
reminders in these verses of the Ten Commandments and the sacrificial code. The call is a
reminder that these are the distinctives that make Israel a holy nation. What commands from
the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20:1-17) do you see mentioned here?

What is significant about God reminding the people about the commands and the sacrifice
code? What is he trying to tell them about their relationship with him?

Read Leviticus 19:9-18
The next verses seem to list commands, one after another. But they have a common these of
loving people by the everyday behaviors and choices that we make. What are some commands
that expressly call the people of God to love other people?

How many of the Ten Commandments do you see reflected in these commands?

How does the teaching of Jesus reach back to this chapter of Leviticus? (compare verse 17-18
and Matthew 5:21-22)

Read Leviticus 19:19-37
The last section of this chapter has a focus on the people of God remaining distinct by their
obedience to the commands of God. What are some of the commands listed that would make
Israel stand out from their neighbors?

Why does God want Israel to remain distinct?

How does Jesus Christ call his church to keep this kind of distinct behavior? (see Matthew 5:4348 for example)

Observations, Answers and Thoughts:

See also page 242-243 of the ESV Study Bible, also available online at esv.org

Apply to Your Life
Take some time this week to apply this passage to your life by answering these questions. What have you
discovered or observed about God and what is he saying to you? How does God want you to respond?
Use the space below or a journal to write your answers.
Many of the Ten Commandments are applied to everyday life in Leviticus 19. How do we treat the Ten
Commandments in the church and in the culture? How can we continue to apply them to our lives?

The call of Leviticus 19 is to be holy by loving God and loving your neighbor. How are these two
commands connected in your life? What are some times that you obey both at the same time? How
can you add more moments into your life?

God wants his people to remain distinct from the world by their belief and their behavior. What are
some behaviors that communicate what you believe?

Would people that do not know you identify you as a Christian without talking to you? What kind of
behaviors do you need to add/remove from your life right now?

What is God saying to you right now?

What are you going to do about it?

Unplugged Quiet Time
Take some time this week to unplug from distractions and listen to God’s voice in his Word. Read over
this week’s passage listening for God to speak to your heart. Pray through the passage using the prayer
guide in the back of this guide or on your own. Use the space below or a journal to write your thoughts
or prayers.

Prayers and Answers to Prayer:

Reading Plan
Set aside some time this week to read and reflect on these passages of Scripture. Write your thoughts in
your journal or in the space below.
Day 1: Leviticus 19
Day 2: Exodus 20
Day 3: Luke 6
Day 4: Matthew 5-7
Day 5: Romans 12; Hebrews 13:1-16

Thoughts on your reading:

Gather and Discuss
This week gather together in Life Group to discuss with one another the things that you have discovered,
the questions that you have or the ways that God is calling you to apply his Word to your life. Use the
following questions to guide your conversation.
Read The Big Picture
What are some ways that we can love one another more?

Who are strangers to us today? How do we show love to strangers? How can we increase our love to
strangers?

Read Theology Matters
How does loving others relate to living holy lives? How does loving others relate to our pursuit of being Christlike?

Does our church community reflect the character of God as a whole? Why or why not? What is the
responsibility for Life Groups and individuals to reflect God’s character?

How is love God and love your neighbors the same? How are they different?
Read Guided by the Gospel
Can we be more or less holy depending on how we sin? Why or why not? How does the cross of Jesus Christ
impact our holiness?
In what ways is obedience connected to love?
What are some ways that you can honor God in the everyday stuff of life?

Appendix

Reading Resources

Expositional commentary that flows well and has a fair
treatment of issues and theology. A good choice for doing a
Bible Study or preaching through the book of Leviticus.
Probably the longest of the options given.

The standard for dealing with Leviticus. Wenham is thorough
and well written explanation of the issues and theology in the
text. Written in standard commentary form, so most useful as a
resource for developing study notes.

A very different style of commentary that deals with Jesus
Christ revealed in the book of Leviticus. Written in book form
and very readable, but lacking in depth of issues or underlying
theology. A great companion to a commentary.

This is a commentary that has a powerful punch but uses a few
words. This is the shortest commentary here but has plenty of
information and is primarily focused of theological
development. Great for personal study through the book.

Creating your Spiritual Growth Journal

Use this guide to create a Bible reading and prayer journal that will help keep you organized and
focused on your growth.
You will first need a notebook or journal. It needs to be long enough to last about a year with
weekly use.
Using your Growth Journal
Write your prayers in your journal, make it personal, don’t worry about how you sound or the way it
looks.
Write your thoughts and your feelings. Try not to correct yourself too much and just let your mind
flow naturally.
Keep track of requests, goals, key moments and things that God is calling you to change. Write an
area of sin that you want to change, a spiritual gift that you want to grow or a concrete spiritual
goal.
Write down scripture, quotes that are compelling and helpful, or ways that God is speaking to you
right now.
Organizing your Growth Journal
You may want to use your journal to track your reading and growth. Here are some additions that
you can make to your journal.
Set aside five to ten pages in the front of your journal to write down passages that you are reading
or want to read this year.
Set aside five to ten pages to record prayer requests or a list of people that you are praying for.
Set aside five to ten pages in the front for passages that you memorize. Writing them down
completely is a great start to committing them to memory.
Set aside five to ten pages in the front to track the scriptures that you study, books that you read on
scripture or topics that your Life Group journeys through. You can also track your insights or
studies, books, etc. that you want to engage with next year.
Set aside around 50 pages in the back for sermon/Life Group notes and insights.

Discipleship Path
Write out your days, times and plan for your week.

How to start a Discipleship Huddle
A Discipleship Huddle is a group of three people (of the same gender) that are committed to listening to what
God is saying to them in his Word, being obedient in doing what he says to do and praying for each other as
you follow through.
We call this a simple rhythm of obedience. Simply asking:
1. What is Jesus teaching me right now?
2. What am I going to do about it?
3. How can you pray for me?
Of course, there are many other conversations and discussions around scripture that will come up in a Huddle,
but the group needs to remain focused to address these three questions before engaging in those other
conversations.
So, what do you need to do to start a Discipleship Huddle?
1. Pray. Ask Jesus to reveal someone that would be interested and committed.
2. Ask. Go to that person and approach the idea. Give them this sheet if needed.
3. Decide. Set a time and place for the group meeting. Public spaces are okay but we have learned
that they do not work well for more intimate discussions.
4. Commit. Move the meeting, don’t miss it. If someone in the group has something come up, set up
another time and place in the same week.
5. Share. Everyone needs to be involved. Everyone can take turns leading the discussion. Each person
can have a responsibility for setting up the group.

How to start a Life Group

A Life Group is about 10-12 people that are gathered together to build relationships with one another around
the application of God’s Word in everyday life. In short, we say that this is how we do life with one another. A
Life Group can be a blend of church members and non-members. It can be a blend of followers of Christ and
not yet followers of Christ. But everyone needs to be aware and agree that the Bible will be discussed as the
core function of the group.

Where do Life Groups meet?
Life Groups can meet anywhere but we find that the living room of one or more of your group members is
ideal. Hosting the meeting is a great way for Life Group members that are not comfortable with leading
discussions can serve and be involved. We also share meals often as a part of our Life Group rhythms. Every
member can contribute for the meal and this makes a great time of fellowship, as well as helping with the
busy evening schedules.

What do Life Groups do?
1. Discuss. We talk about God’s Word using a Bible study or sermon notes.
2. Pray. We spend time sharing our needs and pray for one another.
3. Share. We open up about how God is moving in our lives. We offer support not advice.
4. Serve. We join in serving others together. We might even partner with another Life Group.
5. Celebrate. We pause to bring the better party when birthdays or other events arise.

How to start a Life Group.
Starting a Life Group can be intimidating at first. We don’t all have 10-12 people hanging around wanting to
study the Bible with us. Know this, everyone that has started a Life Group has felt that feeling and following
through with obedience to Jesus if he is calling you to do this will be one of the greatest blessings in your life.
1. Pray. Ask Jesus to lead you to people that may be longing for this kind of relationship.
2. Share. Get the word out through flyers handed personally to people that you feel led to.
3. Relax. This does not need to be overwhelming. Make it fun.
4. Partner. Get one or two other people to help you. The more that say they want to come, ask them
to help.
5. Start Small. Don’t expect 10-12 people to join up in order to start your group. We have had
wonderful groups with 5 people.

You are not alone.
We are here to help you along the way. Simply reach out through email and we can assist you.

